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A Message from CELP Board President
Melissa Sparks Arias

Locally our state’s economy was recovering more
slowly than most other states.  With this backdrop,
the Legislature found itself focusing on plans to
stimulate our state’s economy, but unable to make
progress on any significant water resource protections.
However, even through these tough social and eco-
nomic times, CELP was able to meet and exceed its
programmatic goals in 2003.  We secured crucial
protections for the Columbia River, promoted water
conservation on several fronts, continued to protect
instream flows in rivers across the state, and repeatedly
served as the public’s voice for sustainable water
management.  CELP’s success was made possible by
the incredible generosity of our donors and volunteers.

CELP was also presented with the opportunity to
strengthen its board in 2003 by adding two new
members, Barbara Floyd and Dianne D’Alessandro.
Barb and Dianne have provided CELP with an extra
dose of talent, intelligence and tenacity needed in
order for it to continue as a driving force in water
resource protection in Washington.

It is clear to me that CELP members place a high
value on their quality of life and their commitment to
keeping water flowing in rivers and streams.  Unfortu-
nately, our policy makers have not always shared these
values, and as they proved in 2003, are all too willing
to support short-term economic interests without
considering the long-term impacts on the state’s
environmental health.

We saw large, poorly mitigated water rights approved,
tax cuts granted to some of Washington’s biggest
environmental polluters, and an unprecedented
judicial decision to allow the Port of Seattle to fill
dozens of acres of wetlands and choke off the headwa-
ters of three creeks in the name of progress.  These
decisions prioritized the state’s economic needs over
protection of the environment and our quality of life.

We know that these are not mutually exclusive goals; a
healthy environment leads to a healthy economy.  Just
ask any industry that depends on clean, flowing water
for its livelihood.  For example, the recreational
fishing industry alone contributed nearly $1 billion to
our economy in 2001.  We can find a balance between
creating economic growth and environmental protec-
tion without destroying rivers, streams, and aquifers.
We know that it is up to us to remind our legislators
to keep looking for a balance that works for all.

Your support has provided CELP with the resources to
continue to meet its mission and ensure protection of
Washington’s rivers, streams and aquifers for our
children and grandchildren.   Thank you for your
commitment of time and resources to keep CELP
strong.  As much as we appreciate these contributions,
it matters as much when you talk to your friends,
your loved ones, and yes, even your legislators, about
the value of water.

Our staff ’s work is made much easier when their
words are echoed by you—constituents who vote.  It
is in this way – neighbor by neighbor, house by house,
town by town – that we will inspire our legislators
and public agencies to protect water, rather than
squandering it.  I am honored by your continued
commitment to protect and preserve Washington’s
most precious resource—water!

2003 was a challenging
year for many of us.
Nationally, our economy
continued to reel from
staggering deficits, the
continuing effects of
September 11th, and the
climbing costs of wars on
two different fronts.
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CELP Board of Directors

Melissa Sparks Arias, President
Barry Goldstein, Vice President
Craighton Goeppele, Secretary
Dianne D’Alessandro*
Barbara Floyd*
Joan Foley
Kyle Kovalik
Nancy Rust
Tim Stearns
Roger van Gelder
Sims Weymuller
Francis C. Wood

* Joined CELP Board in 2003

CELP Staff

Karen Allston, Executive Director
Shirley Waters Nixon, Staff Attorney
Jill Sheldon, Deputy Director
Aaron Keating, Outreach Director*
Mary Leake, Outreach Director**
Tom Vásquez, Director of Development and Outreach†

*January-July 2003
**August-December 2003
†Joined CELP Team in 2004

“I support CELP because
it is an expert, serious
watchdog on behalf of
citizens to protect our
state’s most valuable
natural resource—our
publicly owned fresh
water resources.”

Karen Fraser—
Washington State Senator
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� CELP was instrumental in compelling the state
to embark upon an initiative to develop a better
water management regime for the Columbia – the
Columbia River Initiative.  In order to provide
scientific perspective about how future water with-
drawals should be managed, the state commissioned a
half-million dollar study by impartial scientists from
the National Academy of Sciences’ National Research
Council.  These scientists invited CELP to provide
oral and written testimony on the ecosystem needs of
the Columbia River.  CELP’s views on Columbia
River instream needs are well-reflected in the final
report, which concluded (among other things) that
river conditions are already so degraded that further
diversions during low-flow periods pose substantial
additional risks to salmon survival.  The scientists
recommended that if additional permits are issued,
they should include specific conditions that require
withdrawals to be discontinued during critical periods.
This report puts CELP in an excellent position to
continue to advocate for sound science and sustainable
water management as the Columbia River rule-
making process continues into 2005.

� CELP established the right of environmental
groups to challenge both procedural and substantive
irregularities in agency decision-making on water
resource issues.   When the Quad Cities of
Kennewick, Pasco, Richland, and West Richland
pressured the state for a huge new water right from the
Columbia River, Ecology bent over backwards to issue
the permit.   CELP appealed the permit, and won a
significant decision from the Pollution Control
Hearings Board affirming CELP’s standing to appeal
procedural, as well as substantive irregularities.

�  In the same case, CELP established important
pro-river protections for the Columbia River via a
negotiated settlement of the appeal.   As a result of
our settlement agreement, these cities must develop
plans to “pay back” the river during low flow periods

and show direct environmental benefits to fish.  They
will also have to follow strict conservation require-
ments, including definite timelines for implementing
programs.  In addition, CELP successfully required
the Department of Ecology to postpone rule-making
under the Columbia River Initiative until the National
Academies of Science released a scientific analysis of
the effects of additional water withdrawals.  And, we
obtained Ecology’s agreement that it would not issue
new water permits from the Columbia until January
1, 2005, or the effective date of the new rules—
whichever comes first.  The net effect of this latter
provision is that, due to CELP’s appeal and settlement
of the Quad Cities case, no new water rights have been
issued from the Columbia River since January 15,
2003.

� CELP’s water law and policy expertise contin-
ued in 2003 to positively impact water-related
problems and controversies throughout the state.
Among CELP’s on-going collaborations: CELP
supported the Yakama, Umatilla, and Nez Perce
Tribes’ appeals of water right permits that contained
inadequate mitigation provisions to safeguard endan-
gered Columbia-Snake River fish.  The appeals re-
sulted in a summary judgment revocation of the
permits.

�   CELP’s intervention in a federal lawsuit helped
establish a precedent affirming the US Forest
Service’s authority to protect river flows.  When the
National Marine Fisheries Service (now NOAA
Fisheries) determined that water diversions would
reduce flows in the Methow basin in a way that
jeopardized salmon survival, the Forest Service refused
to re-issue unconditional permits for irrigation canals
across forest lands.  When the irrigators filed suit,
CELP intervened on behalf of the agencies, and in
October, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed
that the Forest Service had acted correctly when it
limited the use of irrigation canals.

CELP’s Accomplishments - 2003
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Administration $36,720
Legislative Monitoring/Lobbying $20,027
Fundraising $12,535
Litigation $27,253
Outreach $60,481
Policy $86,933
Water Rights Monitoring $  4,489

TOTAL:    $248,438

Corporate Gifts  $    2,930
Foundation Grants  $ 90,628
Employer Matching Gifts  $   1,515
Individual Contributions  $ 58,681
Workplace Giving  $   1,808
Interest  $      919
Carryover $55,000
Contracts/Attorney’s Fees $25,620
TOTAL: $237,101

CELP’s Accomplishments (continued)

� When the Port of Seattle’s proposal to build a
third runway at SeaTac airport was challenged by
citizen groups, the Pollution Control Hearings Board
(PCHB) imposed certain requirements to assure that
the project complied with the Clean Water Act.  The
Port objected and appealed directly to the Washington
Supreme Court – asking it to overturn these require-
ments.  The Supreme Court, recognizing CELP’s
special expertise in water law and advocacy for the
public interest, granted CELP Amicus Curiae (“friend
of the court”) status in the case.  CELP’s legal briefing
to the Court outlined why the Court should uphold
the requirement that the Port obtain a water right in
connection with its low stream-flow mitigation plan.
 Although the Court ultimately chose to analyze the
Port’s plan under a “stormwater management” frame-
work, CELP’s Amicus brief helped to illustrate
crucial water law principles associated with benefi-
cial uses and instream flows.

�   CELP was instrumental in creating a new
nonprofit organization, the Partnership for Water
Conservation, which will bring the environmental,
utility, and business communities together to
promote water conservation in Central Puget
Sound.   Because conservation efforts in this rapidly
growing urban area are haphazard at best, this new
organization will provide a central forum for sharing
technical resources, sharing  and developing water
efficiency programs and practices, coordinating re-
gional conservation efforts, and advocating for a
strong conservation ethic in this region.

� Using our 2002 report, Wa$ted Water: How lax
water efficiency laws waste millions of gallons and
millions of dollars, CELP effectively advocated for
legislation that requires water conservation by
public water suppliers.  Due in part to our advocacy,
the Legislature directed the Department of Health to
adopt rules by the end of 2005 that require water
suppliers to set and achieve conservation goals.  Begin-
ning in 2006, water suppliers will have to integrate
many new water efficiency requirements into their
water system operations.

Income

Foundation 
Grants
36.7%

Employer 
Matching Gifts

0.6%

Individual 
Contributions

27.8%

Carryover
22.3% Contracts/

Attorney's Fees
10.8%

Interest
0.4%

Workplace 
Giving
0.7%

Corporate Gifts
1.2%

Expenses

Outreach
24.3%

Litigation
11.0%

Policy
35.0%

Water Rights 
Monitoring

1.8% Administration
14.8%

Fundraising
5.0%

Legislative 
Monitoring/ 

Lobbying
8.1%

2003 Financial Information*

*Unaudited



CELP: taking action to leave a legacy of clean, flowing water in Washington’s rivers and streams 6

WWWWWe would like to sincere would like to sincere would like to sincere would like to sincere would like to sincerely thank all of our members and donors for yely thank all of our members and donors for yely thank all of our members and donors for yely thank all of our members and donors for yely thank all of our members and donors for your supporour supporour supporour supporour support. t. t. t. t. WWWWWith yith yith yith yith yourourourourour
help, whelp, whelp, whelp, whelp, we will continue our fight to leave will continue our fight to leave will continue our fight to leave will continue our fight to leave will continue our fight to leave a legacy of clean, floe a legacy of clean, floe a legacy of clean, floe a legacy of clean, floe a legacy of clean, flowing water in wing water in wing water in wing water in wing water in WWWWWashingtonashingtonashingtonashingtonashington’’’’’s rivs rivs rivs rivs riversersersersers

and strand strand strand strand streams for use and enjoeams for use and enjoeams for use and enjoeams for use and enjoeams for use and enjoyment byment byment byment byment by all. y all. y all. y all. y all. This list acknoThis list acknoThis list acknoThis list acknoThis list acknowledges individuals, businesses, grwledges individuals, businesses, grwledges individuals, businesses, grwledges individuals, businesses, grwledges individuals, businesses, groups,oups,oups,oups,oups,
and foundations who prand foundations who prand foundations who prand foundations who prand foundations who prooooovided financial supporvided financial supporvided financial supporvided financial supporvided financial support during the calendar yt during the calendar yt during the calendar yt during the calendar yt during the calendar year 2003.ear 2003.ear 2003.ear 2003.ear 2003.
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WATERSHED LEVEL ($1000+)
Benella Caminiti
Betsy Dennis and Jane Eiseman
Ellen Ferguson
Julie Gerrard
Peter Goldman
Nancy Rust
Neal E. Sheldon
Roger van Gelder
Dr. Fran and Thelma Wood

AQUIFER LEVEL ($500-$999)
Mr. Stanley A. Carlson
Barbara Doat and Barbara Floyd
Dwight L. Holobaugh
Anne Johnson
Roderick Malcom
Bob and Shirley Nixon
Dana Roberts and Carol Anne Modena
Joan Thomas
Beth Fries Van Pelt and Darren Van Pelt
Anonymous

RIVER LEVEL ($250-$499)
Karen Allston
Russell W. Busch
Greg Crumbaker
Dianne D’Alessandro
Leslie R. and Christopher M. David
Joan Foley
Tom Fox
Craighton Goeppele
Jocelyn Horder
Gail Johnson
Charles Kimbrough
David and Frances Korten
Carl Laufer
Susan Quigley and Delia McGinnis
Stephen and Jill Rae
Tim Stearns and Linda Clark
Julian and Pauline Weidler
Alice and Ernie Weymuller

STREAM LEVEL ($100-$249)
Melissa Sparks Arias
Pete Baird
Dale Baker and Judith Fillips
Fam Bayless
Judith K. Bush
Carla Carlson and Fred Hirons
Lanny and Linda Carpenter
Don Catrow
Dr. Hugh Clark
Deb Crespin and Lois Harris

Don Davidson
James Duncan and Lauren Fanning
Gerald Eller and Tara Adams
Alix Foster
Karen and Gordon Fountain
Alden Garrett
Margaret Glowacki
Barry Goldstein
Ruth Gross
Jane L. Habeggar
Phyllis Hatfield
Hugh and Beverly Jennings
Kathleen and Allen Jett
Doreen Johnson
Aaron Keating and MaryClaire Brooks
Amanda Kelly
John Konovsky and Don Martin
Michael Laurie
Paul Lingbloom
Steve Malloch
Bill Matchett
Henry McGee
James and Janis McRoberts
Jan Naragon
Cynthia Nelson
Lois North
Greg O’Leary
Ted and Patricia Pearson
Pete Peterson
Ursula Pfeffer
Greg Rae
Eric Rehm and Mary Geary
Patrick Reynolds
Susan Ridgley
Gayle Rothrock
David H. Round
Doug and Judy Schaad
Jeff Schuster
Dave and Vergia Seabrook
James and Jennie Sheldon
Stuart Silk
Susan Sterman
Louise Stonington
Mary Swanson and Peter Murray
Kevin & Samantha Tusler
Seshu Vaddey
Frank Vulliet
Michael Wearne
Sims Weymuller and Stacy Connole
Margaret Yeoman
Anonymous (3)

CREEK LEVEL ($50-$99)
John S. Adams
Ginny Allemann and Jerry Howe

Alan and Sarah Black
Susan Bolton
Emory Bundy and Noel Angell
Representative Maralyn Chase
Dede Chinlund
Colby Chester
Barbara Christensen and Jeff Meyer
Welden and Virginia Clark
Mary Helen Clarke
Greg Cotter and Janet Eary
Gene Derig
Gena DiLabio
Deborah Dwyer
Peter Dykstra and Janine Jolly
Hilary Franz and Edward Mahlum
Jennie Goldberg
John Grandt and Katya Chorover
Mott Greene and Jo Leffingwell
Tammy and Christian Hinderman
Katrina Hoof and Ladeane Tate
Peter Jepsen and Karen Westwood
Ed Josberger and Berit Kvaernes
Kathy Joyce
Anthony F. Keast
Dave and Hanna Kliegman
Barbara Kowalski
Liz and Bob Lathrop
Dick Levinthal MD
Victor and Natalie Magistrale
Dave Mann and Ellen Witebsky
Molly Marsicek
Berrie Martinis
Alison Mielke
Dave Monthie
Miles Ohlrich
Wayne Ohlrich
Thomas O’ Keefe and Rie Yamazaki
Gordon H. and Elizabeth Orians
Genevieve Pisarski
Laurie Pollack
Karen Quinn
Esther Rousso
David Rudo
Chris and Bill Rundall
Hazel and David Russell
Karen Russell
Martha Rust
Jennifer Sanscrainte
Joanna C. Savage
Larry Schenck and Lisa Wiberg
Julie Schickling
Barbara Shelton
Robert and Rachel Smith
James Sokol
Elsie Sorgenfrei

Jane and Alexander Stevens
Reed and Tina Waite
Audrey Watson
Helen Welborn
Anonymous (3)

Rivulet Level ($35-$49)
Jack B. Albrecht
Sara Amies
Mary Ann and David J. Anderson
Charles Ballard
Perry L. Barth
Robert J Bendzak
Dale Bennett
Sara Berman
Janine Blaeloch
L. Beth Blattenberger
Barbara Brock
John Callahan
Jack and Sue Christiansen
Holly Coccoli
Adam Croft
Regina Cutler
Jerry D'Addio
Leroy Deardorff
Liz DeNiro
Ron Dion
Earl and Tena Doan
Jennifer Dold and David Graves
Polly Dyer
Ashley Eldridge
John Ewald
Senator Darlene Fairley
Senator Karen Fraser
Bob Freimark and Libby Hudson
David Friedman
Jerald and Loree Gefre
Kathy George
Cascadia Goddard
Barbara Gordon
Elsa Gruber
Larry Hanson
Richard Hildreth
Taryn Darling Hill
John Hollowed
Eric and Virginia Hoyte
Erica Johnson
Natalie Jones
Charles D. Judy and Anne M. Lavelle
Representative Ruth Kagi
Paul Kampmeier
John and Diane Karpinski
Ruth Kees
Richard Kennon
Kevin Koga
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Rivulet Level ($35-$49)
continued...
Vince Larson
Sarah Laufer
Mary Leake and Brent Schilder
Roger and Jean Leed
Estella Leopold
Frank Lill
John Lombard
Richard Lovis
Roger Lowe
Lyle Manson
Kurt Marx
Jim McKeown
Erick McWayne
Marla Meislin
Will Middlebrooks
Gary Minton
Catherine Moody
John C. Narver
Steffran Neff
Derek Nixon
Jerry Parker
Gary Passmore
Kerry Peterson
Ruth Peterson
Bill Redman
Liz and Paul Ritzenthaler
William H. Rodgers, Jr.
Lee Rousso
Mike Sebring
Brad W. Shaffer
Jill Sheldon
Nelda Sigurdson
Amy Solomon
Diana and Chuck Sparks
Stacia Stratton
Toby Thaler and Beckey Sukovaty
John Tietz
John Townsell
Ann Tweedy
R.P. and Elizabeth Van Gytenbeek
Ryan Vancil
Wade and Shirley Vaughn
Marsha Weaver
Gary Wilburn
Judy Yeh
Robert Young
Andrew Ziskind

Foundations
Bullitt Foundation
Burning Foundation
Overton & Katharine Dennis Fund
Environmental Support Center
Hugh and Jane Ferguson Foundation
Flintridge Foundation
General Service Foundation
Harder Foundation
The Leslie Fund, Inc.
Mountaineers Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Northwest Fund for the Environment
The Russell Family Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
Sidney Fund
Washington Foundation for the

Environment

Groups
Clark-Skamania Flyfishers 
EcoEncore
Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Friends of the Cedar River Watershed
Methow Valley Flyfishers

We want to extend a special note of thanks to the
following individuals and businesses, for their
tremendous gifts of professional services and
resources!

Kevin Almeida, Netkal.net
Gardner Brown, Professor Emeritus, University of

Washington
Tom Fox
Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca, Peterson

and Daheim, P.L.L.C.
Julie Ann Gustanski, Resource Dimensions
Dwight Holobaugh, Consultares
Johnson Flora, PLLC
Paul Kampmeier, Smith & Lowney, PLLC
Kevin Klingbeil, Attorney at Law
Roderick Malcom, Ecocline Fisheries Habitat Consulting, Ltd.
Odwalla
Rachael Paschal Osborn, Attorney at Law
Pacific Natural Sales
Patty Pearson, Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell,

Malanca, Peterson and Daheim, P.L.L.C.

Businesses
Bank of America Matching Gift Program
Blue Skies Fly Fishing Guide Services
Boley Law Library
The Evening Hatch Guide Service
Gendler & Mann
Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca, Peterson and

Daheim, P.L.L.C.
Life is But a Dream Guided Flyfishing
Microsoft Corporation Matching Gift Program
Morisset, Schlosser, Ayer & Jozwiak
Patagonia
Puget Sound Energy Matching Gift Program
Starbucks Matching Gift Program
Red’s Fly Shop
Tight Lines Angling



CELP’s Mission
Because fresh water is vital to our quality of life, CELP takes action to leave a

legacy of clean, flowing water in Washington’s rivers and streams for use and

enjoyment by all. We defend, develop and advocate for ecologically and socially

responsible water laws and policies through collaboration, education,

government oversight, research and litigation.

CELP is a proud member
of Earth Share of
Washington, an alliance of
65 leading environmental
organizations that helps to
protect our environment
and quality of life.

www.esw.org

raises funds for environmental organizations
like CELP through the resale of used books,
CDs, videos and DVDs. Bring us your used
items and EcoEncore will turn them into funds
to protect Washington’s waters! Email
info@celp.org for more information, or visit
www.ecoencore.org for details.

“There is no other single issue in the state more important than the
management and care of our water resources. There is one organization
that recognizes the importance of our water resources and is doing
something about it - the Center for Environmental Law and Policy
(CELP).”

Tom Deschner, Kayaker, Founder of Washington Water Trails
Association (WWTA)


